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Part 1

We visited Kenya once again this month to support the work of the Talia Agler Girls Shelter.
Mindy and I were accompanied by our nineteen year old cousin and first year nursing student,
Sophia Harris. (We’ll have more about Sophia’s experiences in an upcoming newsletter.) Now
we’re home with many stories to tell.
The first is that the Shelter continues to succeed in its mission: to reach, rescue, rehabilitate and
reintegrate girls who have been abused, trafficked or abandoned. Partnering with local and
international law enforcement and social service agencies, TAGS remains a go-to destination for
girls in Kenya and nearby countries who are in need of shelter and protection.
Under the continuing direction of founder Edith Murogo and her dedicated staff, TAGS is a
"happy place" for the girls who call it their temporary home. Given the circumstances, that in
itself is a remarkable achievement. We know that Tali would be proud of the work being done in
her name.
There are currently some thirty girls, ages 7-20, living under TAGS' auspices. Fifteen are in
residence at the Shelter itself. Another ten are studying at boarding school and return to the
Shelter during breaks. (Unlike in the US, boarding schools are mainstream educational providers
in Kenya.) Five mothers and their babies currently reside at the Centre for Domestic Training and
Development (CDTD), TAGS’ parent organization, where they are pursuing vocational
occupations.
The stories of the girls who come to TAGS continue to stagger us. "Abuse" has become
something of a catch-all phrase in the West, but we don’t often hear stories of a child being sent
off with a stranger who promises the parents a better life and then sends the child out to beg in
the streets—with the proceeds going to the stranger of course. Nor do we often hear of a girl
raped by her father and then "passed around" to others as a sex slave. Or of a child sold by her
parents to a trafficking ring, either wittingly or unwittingly, because they believe they have no
other options.
Some of these children manage to escape and are rescued by the authorities or non-governmental
organizations. Among the NGO’s who collaborate with TAGS are Doctors without Borders, the
International Organization of Migration (a United Nations agency) and Terre des Hommes. In
addition, children come to TAGS through the Kenyan police, the national child abuse hotline and
the local Department of Children’s Services.
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Since there is so much to tell and so many stories to share, I will be sending out reports during
the course of the summer. But here is one to get us started.
TAGS has its first boy! Seven year old Elijah (not his real name—the traffickers wouldn’t be
happy) is functionally blind. He was taken from his parents in another country by men who told
them that they knew people who could restore his eyesight. Instead they put him on the streets of
Nairobi to beg. He was rescued by the police who called TAGS and asked that they take him in,
even though he is a boy.
In relatively short order TAGS was able to place him at a boarding school for the visually
impaired in Thika, a city about an hour from Nairobi. It is considered the best such facility in
East and Central Africa and we had a chance to visit him there.

As it turns out Elijah, who had zero previous schooling, is a quick study. He has already learned
the alphabet, to count to 100 and to read and write in braille. In the picture on the left he is
practicing with his braille slate and stylus. On the right he faces (from left) Edith, Sophia,
Mindy and Ann, TAGS’ manager. Trust me, he was smiling as much as they are.
Needless to say Elijah is happy to be learning and cared for. His family has been notified of his
whereabouts and they are grateful as well. He will reunite with them during the longer school
breaks. Tuition at this boarding school is, please sit down, $250 per year.
As I have mentioned before, Edith has a way of making even the smallest dollar amounts go a
very long way. Think about these numbers: $3 can provide a day’s care for a baby, which
enables her mother to pursue vocational learning. $15 can provide food for a shelter resident for
a week. $50 can provide one month’s worth of counseling. (We are dealing with emotional
trauma here.) $100 is the approximate cost to support one girl in the shelter for one month.
$1000 provides boarding school tuition for a girl with academic potential for one year. Where
else can such relatively small amounts have such a great impact?
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It is taught in many traditions that the highest form of charity is that which enables the
recipient to become self-supporting and self-sustaining, so that ultimately there is no need for
charity at all. We believe that the Talia Agler Girls Shelter and the CDTD do precisely this kind
of work.
We invite you to join with us. Your contribution of any amount will make a difference, often a
profound and transformational one, in the life of a young girl—or now, even a boy. Simply click
here to make it happen.
And should you find yourself in Nairobi for business or pleasure, be sure to let us know. Edith
and the staff will be happy to arrange a day (or more) for you to visit the Shelter and see the
work being done there. You can even arrange to do some hands-on teaching or volunteering. We
promise, you will come away uplifted.
Either way, your support of the Talia Agler Girls Shelter enables you to say, “I have made a
difference.” And there are few things greater than being able to say that.
With deepest gratitude for your consideration,
R

Backyard Vegetable Garden, Talia Agler Girls Shelter, Nairobi

The Tali Fund: Saving the World, One Life at a Time

